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THE 


GHARACTERS 


OF TWO 
Independent W HIGS, viz. 


T. G——of the North, and Squire T— of 
the Weſt, 


Ndependency is the thing in the 
World the maſt commonly Talk'd 
of, and the hardeſt to be met with. 


Vive quidem, pende tamen. Ovid. Metam. 


T1. G- of the North is by Birth 
a Scot, and by Education an Iriſhman : 
At his firſt Appearance he was a La- 
titudinarian in Religion and Politicks, 
and a Dependent upon the E—— of 
Fes A 2 O0—d, 
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[ 4 ] 
O—4, then Prime Miniſter, who 
employed him as One of his many 
Secret Agents, and gave him his daily 
Cue, and his daily Bread: Twas by 
his help our T. G. firſt got into good 
Clothes, and then into Gentlemens 
Company, with whoſe Converſation 
he was ſo extremely delighted, as to 
take it down every Night in Writ- 
ing for his Patron's peruſal the next 
Day; till at length finding his Lord- 
ſhip would only ſupply his Neceſſi- 
ties, he very honeſtly turn'd Spy upon 
him that fed him, and got an Allow- 
ance for ſome- faſhionable Superflu- 
ities from the Perſons to whom he 
went about reading the Day Me- 
moirs he wrote of that Miniſter's 
dangerous Schemes, and wicked Ma- 
chinations, illuſtrated by his Inſtru- 
ction for T. G's, behaviour in his ſe- 
cret Agency, and by his Diſcourſes 
to him, upon the uncertainty of the 


then Eftabliſh'd Succeſſion's ever ta- 


ing Effect, the little Obligation of 
mg. CIS, | Oaths 


1 


Oaths impoſed, and taken for the ſe- 
curing of any Succeſſion, and the 
Wiſdom of a Miniſter, who could 
diſcover the true Inclinations of the 
People, with reſpect to a Succeſſor, 
and ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be whol- 
ly guided by thoſe Inclinations in an 
Affair ſo nice and delicate. 


After this our T. G. diſappear'd, 
and his Intimados gave out that the 
crafty E. of O—d had Kidnapp'd 
him away; but about the time of 
that Earl's Tryal, he again became 
a viſible Man, and twas even faid, 
he was to be a Witneſs againſt his 
old Maſter ; but happening one Day 
to be walking heedleſly thro' the 
Tower, he was fo unlucky as to get a 
confounded Fall over a Bag of Mo- 
ney that lay in his way, whereby, 
Poor Man! he at once loſt his Me- 
moirs and his Memory, 


7. G. 
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T. G. continued ſtill in a State of 
Dependency, and was kept in the 
Country for his Wit and Humour 
which encourag d him to try his For, 
tune again in Town, and ſet up for 
an Humoriſt here, for which he de- 
pended upon a certain Bookſeller , ' 
who gave him a Weekly Stipend , 
for his Weekly Labours. But 
he ſoon experienc'd, that living 
by his Wits in Town, was a verydif- | 
ferent thing from what he had found 
it in the Country, for his Iſſues far | 

l 
t 


exceeded his Income, which brought 
his Finances into gteat Diſorder, and 
forc'd him to anticipate Copy-Mo- 
ney apace, for which he Mortgag'd 
his whole Eſtate, v:z. his Perſon and 
his Pen, for the Redemption whereof 
he wrote his Apologys for Alberoni, 
wherein he moſt unmercifully-jerk'd 
| the Clergy of the Church of England 
upon the back of the Cardinal, not, 
| without beſtowing ſome ſevere 


8 upon Religion itſelf. All this 
while 


zot. 
ere 
his 


1 


while he was very far from being an 
Independent, or a V hig, unleſs at the 
Grecian, where, for his good Fortune, 
Squire T. of the Weſt fell in Love 
with his Parts, and finding him to 
have got the better of thoſe Childiſh 
Superſtitions which in his Infancy he 
had acquir d like a Leſſon in Grammar, 
he took him down intothe Country, 
as a fitting Companion for a Free- 
thinker, and gave him a Summer's run- 
ning at hisSeat, where 'tis more than 


robable he was not an Independent, 
e the Government exerciſed 


by the Syuire in his Family, is what 


the Writers upon Politicks call purely 


Monarchical ; at leaſt it is plain, the 
Squire made him Earn his Board, by 
ſuffering him to vent his own Spleen, 
in the Pamphlet which T. G. was to 
Father, and which between them, 
they have been pleas'd to Chriſten (| 
beg their Pardons) I mean, Call the 
Character of an Independent Whig, 
which has a good many of the 


Squire's 


[8 
uire's Features in it, whoſe Cha- 
racer I am therefore to Conſider. 


Squire 17 — of the Weſt, is a 
Gentleman of an ample Fortune, and 
a ſanguin Complexion : In his Youth 
he ſtudy d pretty well, till he became 
half. Learned, and had probably 
made a greater Progreſs, if he had 
not juſt then taken it into his 
Head, that he knew every thing 
thoroughly, and that the reſt of Man- 
kind were a parcel of ignorant Fel- 
lows; thus of of his own Merit, 
and of Contempt for others, he 


ſtept forth into the World, and 


having good Lungs, a voluble Ton- 
gue, and a warm Imagination, he be- 
came a loud Talker at Clubs and 
Coffee-houſes, where he Reprov'd 
the King, and Laſh'd the Minifters 
and Libel'd the Clergy, and expos'd 
Religion, and under all Sorts of Ad- 


miniſtrations was a very diffatisfy'd 


This Set of Miniſters was 
too 


Man. 
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too remiſs, that too enterpriſing; ſome 
did nothing well, others did not half 
the good which Squire T— of the 
Weſt knew they might have done; 
If a Miniſter was obſerved to lay up 
the Profit of his Employments and 


go” Rich, he was preſently a 


ech, and a Blood-ſucker of his 
Country, and ought to be Squeez'd ; 
if another ſpent his Money liberally, 
he was Profuſe and Extravagant, and 
not fit to be truſted with the Nations 
Affairs, ſince he had fo little regard 
to his own. King William, indeed, at 
one time ſtood pretty fair for being 
a Favourite with our Squire, but he 
unfortunately loſt his good Graces, _ 


becauſe he happen'd not to Disband 5 


all his Soldiers, ſo ſoon as Squire T—_ 
of the Weſt in his great Wiſdom, ſaw ! 
there was no longer any Occaſion ' 
for them. If by chance our Squire 
commended any Man, it was with a 
deſign to Laſh another, and he has 
been heard to approve of the Con- 
B duct 


2 
du of the E. of P------ with no 
other meaning, than to take oc- 
caſion from thence to reflect up- 
on the D. of M—, who 
was beating the Enemy in one 
Place, when Squire 7----- of the 
Weſt, could prove by undeni- 
able Arguments, illuſtrated by 
Maps of Countrys moſt accu- 
rately drawn out upon Coffee- 
houſe Tables, with the duſt and 
Fragments of broken Tobacco- 
pipes, that he ought to have been 
in another; and was taking of 


ſtrong T owns in Flanders, when || 


Squire T — of the Weſt plainly 
perceived, that he might have 
penetrated into the Heart of 
France. 


If | 


11 2 

If the Notions of Squire 7. 
of the Weſt were to prevail, it is 
plain the I big Party would 
flouriſh, ſince the Tories and 
he both find the ſame Faults in 
the Management of publick Af. 
fairs: As an Independent I hig, they 
choſe him formerly into a certain 
Gommiſſion, where to ſhew he 
was as Independent of thcirs, as 
of his own Party, he oppoſed 
the other Commiſſioners in every 
thing, that did not proceed from 
himſelf, and Embarals'd all their 


! Buſineſs; heaccuſed them of be- 


ing ever hunting after private 
Jobs, and they acculed him, but 
to be (ure very falſly, ſince a ny 
Body may have it from The 
Gentleman's own Mouth, that 


B 2 he 
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he was the only virtuous Dif: 
inſtereſted Patriot in the Com- 
miſſion; in this, as in every thing 
elſe, he differs from the Opini- 
on of the reſt of Mankind. 


At the Election of Members 
for this firſt Parliament, after his 
Majelty's happy Acceſſion to 
the Crown, Squire T. of the 
Meſt was offer d to be brought 
in at ſeveral Places, but at that 
Time he either was in an Hu: 
mour to lead a more retir'd Lite, 
or elle he grutch'd the Expence 
of being Choſen : But when all 
the Elections had been long ſince 
over, he was ſeiz d with an ill- 
tim'd Fancy to be brought into 
Parliament, upon which Occaſi- 
| ON 
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on he began to ſmooth his 
Brow, and give great Men ſome 
Quarter, and to talk a little like 
other Folks; but becauſe the 
thing could not be immediately 
brought about, he again took 
Fire, and all Men in Power be— 


came again as bad as ever. 


Aſter this, Ambition laid faſt 
hold of the Squire, and nothing 
would ſerve him, but he muſt 
be a L----d, wherein being again 
diſappointed, he ſat down and 
wrote two Pamphlets, to ſhew he 
was Deviliſhly out of Humour. 


But the moſt remarkable and 
extraordinary Part of our $ quire”s 
Character, is this, that tho he 

1$ 
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is a perfect S ade to the Paſſions 
of Anger, and Malice, and Am- 
bition, and Avarice, and Envy, 
and Jcalouly, yet he would paſs 
upon the World for an Indepen- 
dent; and tho” he is acting the 
Part of a virulent Tory, by 
Milreprelenting His Majeſty's 
Meaſures, yet, forſooth, he would 
fain be call'd a Whig. 


Having thus gone thro' the 
Characters of our two Partners 


in Wir, and Clubbers of Under- 


derſtandings, I have nothing to 
do, but to ſhew that their W ork 
is juſt ſuch, as one might expect 
from a pair of Heads of ſo per- 
yerle and wrong a Turn. 


They 
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They ſet out by ſaying, that 
their Whig adberes to bis Princi- 
ples, but they have not vouch- 
lated to lay down any certain ſet 
of Principles, to which they pre- 
tend he adheres : This Omillion 
was not owing to their forget- 
fulneſs, but to their being ſenſible, 
that in Politicks, there are no 
Principles, to which a Man can at 
all times obſtinately adhere, with 
out being very often groſly miſta- 
ken; for the Junctures and Cir- 
cumſtances of Times, and Affairs, 
are ever to be conſidered, and 


what may be perfectly right at 


one Time, may be as wrong 


at another: Thus (for one 
Example will do as well as 
Twenty) it is an avow'd, and 

a 


60 

a virtuous Principle of a Whig, to 
be againſt keeping up an Army 
in the Kingdom ; but yet if a 
Man ſhould propoſe to us the 
Disbanding of all the Soldiers ata 
TT ime when we are threaten'd with 
a Rebellion, and an Invaſion, 
would he not be more jultly e- 
ſteem d a Conſpirator, or a Mad- 
man than a Whig ? 


Our Twin Authors have ſpent 


Ten whole Pages in a Satyr upon 
the Clergy of the Church of Eng- 
land, and upon the Order of E- 
piſcopacy itſelt, which may indeed 
prove them Independents, but not 
Whigs, in the known Acceptati- 
on of that Name, as denoting a 


Party, of which thebeſt of Church. 
men 
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men are the viſible Strength and 
Support. 


They have allo thought fit to 
throw out ſome looſe Hints, as 
if they would make the Diſen- 
ters believe that they are for ha- 
ving them eſtabliſh'd as the Na- 
tional Churcb; but they have no 
where ſaid, which of all the Sects 
is their Darling, and I am afraid 
that they themſelves can't but 

| be ſenſible, that to eſtabliſh Prote- 
| ſtantiſm in general, might poſſibly 
lead us into ſome little Diſorders : 

Now if theſe are the Principles 

to which they adhere, I give the 


- Whigs Joy that theſe Scriblers 
have ſhewn themſelves not to be 
' & of 
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of their Party; and I think they 
have taken a prudent R eſolution 
10 quit all pretenſions 10 Places, for 
I dare ſay it will be long enough, 
before His Majeſty will Advance 
either of our Authors, unleſs for 
their Sins it ſhould happen to. be 
to a Poſt not to their liking ; His 
Majeſty is too clear ſighted not to 
diſcern, that the ill Words of 
ſuch Whigs is lo far from being a 
Scandal, that their good W ordis 
of all things, what might do him 
the moſt Miſchief, 


The Diſſenters, it is true are a- 
gallant and a brave Body of Sub- 
jects, and deſerve very well of His 
Majeſty, and their Country, and 


have 
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have already receiv d ſome Marks 
of Favour, and may probably re- 
ceive more, unleſs ſuch indiſcreet 
and pretended Advocates for 
them as theſe Two lndependents are 
(whoſe Principles, and Practices 
all che ſober Diſenters diſavow 
ſhall be able to render the kind In- 
tentions of His Majeſty, and 
their Fellow-Subje&s towards 


them ineffectual. 


The reſt of the Pamphlet, is 
briefly this; it reflects upon the 
late King William, and His Mi- 
niſters; and upon the late Queen 
Anne, and Her Miniſters; and up- 
on His Majeſty, and His late 
Miniſters; and upon His Ma- 
jeſty, and His preſent Mini- 

C 2 [ters : 
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ſters: If a Rebellion was ſpeedi- 
ly and happily Suppreſs d, the 
Blow was not well follow d, be- 
cauſe every Body was not Hang d, 
that was taken in it: If Treaties 
have been made for preventing a 
new War, it was a very wrong 
Step: If a War, when unavoida- 
ble, has been Vigorouſly and 
Succeſſiwely carry'd on, that's 
wrong too. In a Word, our 
Pampbleteers are for demoliſhing 
the Biſhops, the Clergy, the Mi- 
niſters of State, the Univerſities, 
and the Soldiers, and when they 
have ſet us together by the Ears 
upon theſe Points, they very 
feaſonably propoſe, that a General 
Peace be made thoughout E rape 
„„ No. tnat 
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that no more Taxes be Raiſed 
upon the Subjects, and that all 
the National Debts be Diſcharg d; 
but how theſe Meaſures can be 
reconciled to one another, or in 
what Manner, or by whom, and 
with what Aſſiſtance, they are 
to be accompliſh'd, or what in 
particular our two Projectors 
would have Set up in the Room 
of all they would have pull'd 
down, they are very Silent. Till 
therefore they ſhall be pleas d to 
lay their Heads together again, 


and favour the World with ſome 


conſiſtent, and rational, andpracti- 
cable Schemes, for bringing about 


theſe wonderful Atchievements, I 


ſhall content my {elf with having 


given 


224 
given out this little Antidote a- 
gainſt the Poiſon they are ſpread- 
ing under the falſe Names of 
Whigs, but with the true Spirit 
of Feſuits, and ſhall not Scruple 
to aver that our two Independent 
Whigs, have ſhewn themſelves. 
to be a Couple of Quacks in Re- 
ligion, and Tinkers in Politicks. 
SPE, 


